LEVIATHAN'S SEDUCTION
myth. The seduction appeals not only to the fancy of the masses
but to the reason of the intellectuals. Leviathan's bribe is the
logic of his order, the common sense and efficacy of his principles.
Even the State of the seventeenth century was no longer the
expression of a pre-existing natural order reflected more or less in
every form of State; it was an artificial, a rational creation of man.
The form of the State is determined by the rational element of
suitability in conjunction with the determining factor of power.
It is no longer founded on a "contract", but is the expression of a
quantum of material power, which it manipulates by means of a
rational technique. It is the rationality of its existence that lends
it indisputable superiority over the traditional forms of a historic
State.
The modern "heroic" man is attracted by this Leviathan in an
entirely different way. For him it is the infallible machine of
subjection. By means of it he keeps the masses in dependence.
Leviathan, too, needs a governing elite, superior to fear as a
motive of submission and to earthly happiness as a motive of
conduct. This is impressively shown in Dostoyevsky's Grand
Inquisitor. If all are to demand the same happiness in the earthly
paradise, and want to go shopping in the Little Joy Stores, there
will be no one to do the hard work of governing, without which the
Leviathan State cannot exist. This new ruling class governs by
giving the masses what they want, security and the earthly
paradise. In this gift to the masses right and left wings of Utopians
and supporters of the modern tyranny are at one. The thing that
distinguishes them is that the former make that their aim and the
latter their means.
If one allows free play to all these ideas of a rational world order,
as a possible lasting achievement, then it might be that, in spite of
everything, the path Hitler took, and not the one Marx foresaw,
was the rational and right one. I think the criticism of National
Socialism must be carried much further than it has yet been; and
it must include the hundred years of Marxism, and the new State
absolutism. Hitler was right in going beyond Marxism in founding
his vast absolute State. To expropriate the world of national
States, to embody them in a gigantic collective State in the course
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